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For this year of exchange program, I joined Sogabe’s Laboratory at
Kanagawa University. I experienced working in group with people
working differently, and it was very interesting. For example, during
the workshop KU+USF with the University of Florida, I enjoyed work
with Japanese and American students and mix different ideas to
make a project. As I don’t speak Japanese, it was little bit frustrating
because I couldn’t join more classes and sometimes it was difficult to
communicate with teammates. Despite that, I received a warm and
encouraging welcome from all the students and the university staff.
Studying architecture here is way different from what I learned in
France; there is a true sense of community and you can speak freely
to the teachers, also projects are built so it gives real responsibilities.
So, even if students are independent, they are supported and
advised. For the second semester, I had only three classes, so I took
advantage of my free time by visiting Japan and understanding this
unusual culture by reading books. As an architecture student, Japan
is the best place to learn about architecture, and experience the city
by yourself. I think this year in Japan has changed my world view; it
will influence the rest of my future as an architect. This year has gone
too quickly, but I have some unforgettable memories of places I saw

and friends I've made; I hope come back someday!
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I spend one semester at Sogabe Lab and furthermore I
attended two classes every week. One studying the history
of architecture and one class studying the elements of
landscape architecture.

For me this semester in Japan has been an incredible
experience of both architecture and of course the culture of
Japan.

The study at Kanagawa University compared to The
Danish Academy of Architecture is completely different in
many ways. As a student at KU you are much more involved
with real architecture projects and the focus is more on
construction. In Copenhagen the focus can be tremendously
artistic and undefined.

It has been fantastic to study at Kanagawa University
and I would always recommend other students to go on

exchange in Japan.
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I've been one year in Kanagawa University in the Sogabe Laboratory
from September 2015 to July 2016. It was a fantastic year. First of all
Japan itself is very interesting, every street around us question
ourselves about scales and proximity. I have learnt a lot by walking
through the city, it is the opportunity for us to compare with our
native country. Japan manages to create peotry and sensitivity in one
of the biggest city of the world by creating little streets, diversity with
different types of housing and a lot precision in the details. Japanese
streets are never the same and it is a constant lesson for us.

Secondly the lessons at school were also interesting, even if i
didn't understand everything due to the difficulty of communication.
In fact i would have like to work on some projects with the teaching
of an architect to better understand japanese architecture, but it is
true that having to speak japanese is a real inconvenient. But anyway
I could work on my thesis and ask freely some questions to japanese
people and for that i am very thankful too all of them, japanese
people are glad to share their culture and it is a real gift for us that i
would like to return anytime if a student of Kanagawa university
comes in my university in France. The workshop is a good place to
study and everything you need is there, material for model, comput-
ers, printers, tools, and of course a good atmosphere between
students and teachers!
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