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Gorka Valle de Lersundi
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My exchange year in Japan started in September 2018. I came
because I wanted to learn about Japan, Japanese architecture and
its culture.

I joined Sogabe lab and I do not regret, because everyone in the
lab was really kind and friendly and they always were willing to
help. My home university doesn’ t have this concept of laboratories
and I think it is really interesting and beneficial to work in real proj-
ects as they do here in Japan. At the time, there were two projects
on going at Sogabe’ s laboratory. Unfortunately, I didn’ t have the
opportunity to participate on them as much as I’ d like, because I
don’ t speak Japanese and that was a big obstacle. Even though
there were some subjects in English, I feel that I would have learnt
more if I could speak Japanese, because I wasn’ t able to follow
some lessons and meetings. However, the environment in the labo-
ratory was always perfect to work, so I spent a lot of time there
reading about Japanese architecture and doing other projects by
my own. I also made really good friends there!

I believe this whole experience has been really beneficial for my
future career and myself, it has changed the way I see architecture

and grown my knowledge.

BAXBFRE

SR - TAHRE
Clem Mn

EHIZIEVRUISGEEEFZRELD

When I arrived in Japan in September 2018, I was warmly
welcomed in Kanagawa University by M. Sogabe’ s laboratory. I was
amazed that even with the language barrier they were all so kind and
helpful to me and made everything to make my arrival and setting up
easy. I was thankful to get to integrate this laboratory because I heard
a lot about it before, and how the projects created there were of high
quality and of course real-life projects. It was fascinating for me to see
how the way of working was so different since the goals and stakes
were not the same as in my school in France. I even got to participate
a little in one of the project !

I also discovered another way of working in Japan : an attention to
all details, a will to do a good job (even if it means working long
hours), and working as a big team : here, everyone’ s help is needed.
Although it was a little hard to do everything because I couldn’ t speak
Japanese, I learned a lot of theorical and practical knowledge at the
university and I made good memories. Thanks to M. Sogabe, I got an
internship at Tezuka Architects, and saw yet another way of working in
architecture, with a lot of people working together, and a lot of models.

Finally, this year in Yokohama was a wonderful occasion to learn a
lot about architecture in Japan, but also to get to know a very different

culture, some amazing people, and, in a sense, myself.
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Mikel Marin
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Every architecture student at one point thinks about travelling to
Japan. The way architecture is made in this country is so unique, from
traditional architecture to modern architecture. When I got the chance
to do my exchange program with Kanagawa University I was looking
forward to learning a new way of making architecture and getting a
different point of view from the one I had back in Spain.

I chose Sogabes laboratory because I got interested in the real proj-
ects that this laboratory was undertaking at the moment. Communica-
tion was the biggest problem at first. But with patience and persistence
I could get to communicate and exchange ideas with the Japanese
students. The ones that are more fluent in English are very helpful,
they are always trying to help you as much as they can with anything
you ask. From information about architecture to guidance with subjects
and projects. I am so grateful to all the people from the laboratory for
making my adaptation process so easy.

For me It has been the year I believe I have grown more as an

architect. I have learnt very different design and drawing methods.
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Tess Bourgenot
ETEVRUTSEREFRLD

Coming in Japan was a dream since my childhood. I ve always
been fascinated by this culture. When my request for beeing part of the
exchange student program of Kanagawa university had been accepted
for 2018, the dream came true. Especially because I was not only here
to visit, but also to share about architecture. I would never thank both
Kanagawa University and Montpellier National School of Architecture
enough.

We had been warmly welcomed and helped anytime. The commu-
nication can be hard sometimes but it was really interesting to work
within Sogabe’ s laboratory where the methods of conception and the
projects are so different from France. The laboratory atmosphere gives
the sense of being a family. There is such a sensitive approach of proj-
ects by modeling and giving importance to details. Because the proj-
ects are actual, there is also a pragmatic approach in terms of con-
struction and process from the conception to the way people inhabit
the projects. I also did three months of internship at Tezuka’ s office
which was a real enrichment in continuity of laboratory’ s work, espe-
cially about wood structure, a Japanese particularity.

It will be, I' m sure, a wonderful enrichment for several aspects of

my future as an architect.
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